THE LION^S MOUTH

George such a scope for contumely, that by
the time it was over both superintendents had
gone and the helpers stood huddled together
like frightened sheep.
When he called for petrol, his demand was
frantically echoed a score of times, and four
or five went running to fetch the fuel; and
water was brought before he had thought to
ask it, on the ground, no doubt, that prevention
is better than cure.
The car was of German make and bore a
good name, and though I had never used one,
its engine seemed simple enough. Indeed, the
latter started without any fuss, but I had to
endure a volume of execration, because I had
used the self-starter instead of taking the
trouble to swing the crankshaft by hand.
We let her run for five minutes while George
passed about the car, pointing out invisible
scratches and breathing out drfeadful threaten-
ings against everybody concerned. Then he
asked the whereabouts of the palace and
took his seat at the wheel and ordering Bell
and me to sit by his side, drove the car out of
the freight yard and into the streets.
The temptation to leave the city and take
to the countryside was very strong, for so we
could have rested all day in some remote spot,
yet have been in Vigil without effort as soon
as night fell: but that wotild*have laid us open
to a charge of stealing the car, and would have
made us the quarry of a hue and cry so shocking
to contemplate, that after a hasty discussion
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